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You'll love Australia because...

its landscapes are heart stopping

Waterfalls, gorges, beaches and the red-hot heartland. Nowhere does scenery more spectacular

P) of anindigenousinsight, visitthe gets expensive, obviously, so do take
H oW tO d 0 U lu ru: Cultural Centre by the main car park. -advantage of theresort's freebies,

Onamap, theiconicredrock looks likeit's You could pay an eyewatering gbush-food experiences and
near Alice Springs. It's actually a six-hour £2,400pp for three nights ina luxu
driveaway —soitmakessensetoflyinto ¢ ) I .
AyersRockairportinstead. Thereare -~ Inr iewing areas. |
cheap direct flights (from £63 one waif)" : T ‘ antthe freedomto explore,
& from seven Oz cities, including Sydney,
Melbourne, Brisbane and Cairns.
Climbing Uluruisnow banned, butit
doesn'tmatter — walking arouri‘djbjg
better anyway. Start early to beat the >
heat onthe flat-but-exposed 10kmUluru
Base Walk (you'llwanttofinishby1lam)
andstop toreadthe signs, as several
give Aboriginal explanations forall
the caves, gullies and weirdrock
bulges. Afterwards, for evenmore

N e
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Phew-point: sunrise
over Wineglass Bay
and the Freycinet
National Park

LOCAL TAKE

Greatwalks
By Heath Garratt of
the Tasmanian
Walking Company
(taswalkingco.com.au)

‘Justlooking for one dayin
the Great Qutdoors? The
Blue Mountains, near
Sydney, offersomany
options, fromone-hour
walles to full-day trails with
clifftops and waterfalls.
Wilson's Promontoryin
Victoriais good for coastal
scenery and sand dunes,
while the Gold Coast
hinterlandin Queensland
teems withrainforest
streams, waterfalls and
glowworm caves.
Or,ifyouwanttotrya
multi-day walk, youhaveto

doyourresearchandbe
self-sufficient — taking
plenty of food and water Ourtop five jaw-drop picks  speedboat; Horizontal Falls Adelaide. Board ascenicflight,
withyou.Unless, of course, | IEGEGEGEmmmm——  Adventures (horizontalfalls soaring over the rock walls that
vougetanop?ratorsu‘ch o Mossman Gorge, adventures.com.au) runs day tours rise fromthe parched Outback
asmy Tasmanian Walking . ) ) .
Corripany oF Grent North Queensland fromBroome,includinga4WD trip (wilpenapound.com.au; £97).Or
Walks of Australia Smoothed ancientboulders are up the Dampier Peninsulaanda explore onfoot— the three-and-
(greatwalksofaustralia. lappedby clear, swimmable pools seaplane flightto the Falls (£494pp). a-half hour Wangara Lookout hike,
com.au) to do the planning beneathaneon-greenrainforest following the creek, provides
and guiding foryou.llove canopy. This slice of the farnorth 6 Wineglass Bay, Tasmania top-notch stonescape views.
the diversity of the jungleis superlushat the start of This dreamy curve of blue and beach
%V:sz:ﬂzafzéﬁgégﬁ: the dry season (May to October), so makes youwork forit — the sands © Grampians, Victoria
Tasmania— about 60kmof | comethen.Hopontheshuttlebus areagood two-hourreturnwalk Inland from the Great Ocean Road,
lakes, alpine moors and fromthe visitor car park (£6 return), fromthe National Park carparkon this green, craggy regionis
waterfalls tackled over six thentake your pick of superb trails. the Freycinet Peninsula. Just want irresistible forrock climbers and
days. And the 110km Great the photo? There's aperfectlookout abseilers. The Grampians Mountain
Ocean WalkinVictoriafeels 9 Horizontal Falls, 1.5kmintothe schlep. Adventure Company runs half-day
c‘i:ﬁ?;;:‘fl;:f%‘:g:‘ais;i Western Australia beginner sessions (grampians
m— V\;alks . I(oalas." Atthe edge of the Indian Ocean, o Wilpena Pound, adventure.com.au; £66), butthere
throughremote, jutting sandstone South Australia aremany easy-access lookouts, too.
outcrops, shifting tides create This naturalamphitheatreis the Boroka Lookout, withits poser-
whirlpools and abizarre waterfall centrepiece of Flinders Ranges friendly overhangingrock ledge, is
effect.Bouncealongthemina National Park, afive-hourdrive from justashortamble fromthe carpark.
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You'lllove Australia because...

the road trips are epic

Long, empty highways through landscapes that time forgot — put your foot down

Our top three
driving adventures

@ Great Ocean Road
This classic coastaltrip
fromMelbournecanbe
doneinaday,butthen
you'd miss outonits sandy
beaches, forestwalksand
cutesy towns.Soallow
threetotackle the 660km
round-trip. Startwith surf
spots —takealessonin
Torquay (torquaysurf.com.
au: £33) orwatchfrom

clifftopsas expertstackle
frothy Bells Beach —
beforeheadingonto
Angleseaforquaranteed
‘roo sightings (atthe Golf
Club) andan overnight
atbeachtownLorne.
The Grey RiverRoadat
KennettRiveris prime
koala- and cockatoo-
spottingterritory, then
the drive heads south
andinland through Cape
Otway foreststoemerge
attherugged Shipwreck
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Coast, stacked withepic
rock formations suchas
the Twelve Apostles. Stay
overin Warrnamboolto
seewhales atLogans
Beach (May to October)
before headingback.

@) The South West
Western Australia’s
fringes provide aneasy
week-longintroductionto
the state’s vastbeaches,
sublimewine and unique
nature. Three hours south

of Perth, the Margaret
Riverregiondeliversthe
lot: wineries, caves, surf
beaches and coastal
walks, while further
southeast, Pembertonis
dense with enormous
kauritrees — joinatreetop
walk atthe Valley of the
Giants (valleyofthegiants.
com.au; £12).Nextupis the
historic city of Albany and
its evocative coastline.
Albany's formerwhaling
stationreveals allabout

the ocean’s gentle giants
(discoverybay.com.au;
£18), whilethe
mysteriously smooth
ElephantRocks near
Denmark townare
particularly photogenic.
More wineries and
bushwalks atthe giant
granite Porongurups
outcrops round things off.

€ The Atherton
Tablelands Loop
NorthQueenslandisn't
only aboutthe Great
Barrier Reef, as this
one-day,160km loop
from Cairns shows. After
awindingdrive through
the Gillies Range, step
inside theimplausibly
enormous Cathedral Fig




€rolling hills of the
LAtliertonTablelands

treein DanbullaNational
Park; swimwith turtles

at Granite Gorge (granite
gorge.com.au: £7.50);and
platypus-spotfromthe
bridge onthe Peterson’s
Creek walkingtrack near
Yungaburra. You'll eat
wellalongthe way:stop at
Mareeba's Coffee Works
(coffeeworks.com.au),
nibble gourmet chocsand
cheese at Gallo Dairyland
(gallodairyland.com.au),
and quaff surprisingly
palatable mangowines at
Golden Drop (goldendrop.
com.au)inBiboohra.On
theway back throughthe
rainforestto Cairns, you'll
findthemulti-tiered,
Barron Falls thunderingin
full(DecembertoMarch).

LotALfAKE
TheBigLap

By Rob and Tracy Morris,
family-travel bloggers
(theblondenomads.
com.au)
[ |
“You cando the BigLap —
that's whatthe drive around
the whole of Australiais
knownas —inthree
months, butyouw'dbe
screaming by the end of it.
Realistically, youneedsix
months, andit'simportant
totimeitrightsoyou'rein
the south for summerandin
the northforthedry season
(May to October). Ideally,
you'llwanta4wD, asit'll
allow youto getto special,
rare spots. Ifnot, don't
worry: Highway 1goesall
the wayroundthe country
and you'llstill find amazing
places. Speak to your
car-hireagency orask
othertravellers which
roadsare OKinyour
vehicle. The Wikicamp app
—whichhas aninteractive
map of campsites and
facilities — is our must-
havetool, while drivenow.
com.auisauseful
comparisonsite for
campervanhire.As forour
favourite stop? Visiting the
CygnetBayPearl Farm
(cygnetbaypearlfarm.com.
au; £20) onthe Dampier
Peninsula, north of
Broome. We walked
throughmangroves,
caughtmud crabs, and
ourindigenous guide
openedandsmoked
oystersbylighting
grassesontherocks.

TotalGuide | Australia

How about train journeys?

Mosttraintravelin Australiais slow and utilitarian — so fly, drive or take
the Greyhound bus. However, the epic cross-country trips with Journey
Beyond Rail (journeybeyondrail.com.au) are adifferent matter. Don't
bother withthe Great Southern—it covers areas better ticked of f on
aroadtrip. Choose betweenthe glorious Ghan(Adelaide to Darwin;
pictured) andthe Indian Pacific (Perth to Sydney). Both are three-to-
fourdayslongand all-inclusive, laying onthe luxury of private cabins,
on-boardfine dining, alcohol and excursions such as aKatherine Gorge
cruise or Barossa Valley wine-tasting. But they're expensive — from
£1,062pp forthe Ghanand £1,007pp for the Indian Pacific; consider them
as once-in-a-lifetime experiences rather than simply a way of getting
fromAtoB. Thecheapestfares areinJune, July and August, fortunately
—thenicesttimeto travel as the furious Outback heat has yet to hit.
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How to do
Sydney like
aninsider
By DonnaHay,
cookbookauthor

'lalways take visitors on
theferry from Circular
Quay, inthecity centre, to

Manly, onthenorthshore of

the harbour. Ittakeshalfan
hour, and youpass some
spectacularscenery onthe
way. Manly has comeon
leaps and bounds, with little
microbreweries suchas
4Pines (4pinesbeer.com.
au) nearthe ferry terminal.
Iheadto Shelly Beach,
wherethe Boathouse Café
(theboathousesb.com.au;
mains about £11) does great
salads andseafood, and

there's alittle marine
reserve with the bluest,
clearestwater —youcan
evenseeseahorsesthere.
Ifyou've gotacar, takea
picnicto the Royal National
Parkinthe south of the city.
WattamollaFallsis
abiglagoon, witha
waterfall spillinginto the
ocean. Thenearby clifftop
walkisagoodplacetosee
Aboriginalrock art, too.
Dining-wise, Sydney's
greatat casual, seaside and
outdoor. Cafe Sydney

1 Guide

(cafesydney.com; mains
about£22), at Circular
Quay, hastheiconicharbour
views,butalsoadiverse
menu. Andif you're heading
tothe OperaHouse, try the
BennelongBarinside —it
servesred-claw yabbies
(crayfish) forabout £20.

Butthetrue Aussie meal
isasausageroll orpie.
Getyours fromLorraine's
Patisserie (merivale.com;
£3) nearthe lvy Building,
along withone of its divine
passionfruittruffles (£1).'

Turnthe page forthe lowdown an mare hot cities

ez

2 SIS
i

P2
VL
P
oAk




TotalGuide | Australia

Our top five things

to doin Melbourne
= e e |

@ Explore
Federation Square
Bizarre angular buildings,
ever-changinggallery
exhibitions and quirky
pop-ups (big-screen
tennis watched from
deckchairs one day,
meditation classes the
next) make Federation
Square Melbourne's
must-see meetingpoint.
Don'tmiss the lanPotter
Centre (ngv.vic.gov.au),
whereyou'llgetafree
introductionto Aussie art.

€@ Get lost in

the laneways
Melbourne's laneways
(pictured) — formerbin
alleys turnedinto paint-
splattered warrens of hip
bars andrestaurants —
ooze alternative energy.
Discoverthemandthe
biggeststreet-artscenein
the southernhemisphere
withMelbourne Street
ArtTours (melbourne
streettours.com; £38).

Its quides are artists and
willhelp you spotsubtle
sticker artand political
paste-upsamongthe big,
eye-catchingmurals.

9 Hang out in
Fitzroy

Northeastof the centre,
feistyandfunFitzroyis
alllive-music pubs, indie

galleries and upcycled-
clothing shops.It's alsothe
epicentre of ahigh-quality
veganrestaurantscene

— theplant-filled
Transformerwarehouse
(transformerfitzroy.com;
mains about £11)isthe
mostvisually spectacular,
while Rose Street Artists’
Market (rosestreet
market.com.au)isamust
for stylish souvenirs.

@ Catch a game
The Melbourne Cricket
Ground (mcg.org.au)is
the hightemple of two
sports —cricketand
high-speed Aussie Rules
football. Entry to games
startsat £6, butiftickets
are scarce, signup for
abehind-the-scenes
tour,including the
worthwhile National
Sports Museum (£14).

© Get indigenous
insight

Australia's gotsome
head-turning native flora
— forexample, towering
eucalyptustrees —so
stop by the Royal Botanic
Gardens Victoria (rbg.
vic.gov.au; free) foran
absorbing spinthrough
the highlights. Guides on
the Aboriginal Heritage
Walk (£19) show offlocal
plants, detailingwhatthe
indigenous Kulinpeople
used themfor—beit
foods, tools ormedicine.
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What are the other crucial cities?

Sydney and Melbourne headline most classic Ozitineraries, butdon’t
discountthe country's smallerhubs — eachhasits owncharms.
Subtropical Brisbane, in the northeast, isn'tjust ajumping-off point for
the Great Barrier Reef or Gold Coast beaches. Ithas captivating animal-
watching of its own (aworld-class koala sanctuary and humpback
whalesinMoreton Bay, as well as awindingriver for boatrides, and
diversenightlife. Onthe south coast, Adelaide (pictured) is most
famous forits neighbouring wine regions — the Barossa, McLaren
Vale and Adelaide Hills — as well as wildlife star KangaroolIsland.
Meanwhile, its city centre has good museums (try the Art Gallery of
South Australia), the foodie Central Market, and apacked events
calendar.Finally, consider Perth (now reachable nonstop from London,
with Qantas). It's gotthe same laid-back-beachy, nightlife-buzzy vibe
as Sydney or Melbourne, butit's smaller, sunnier — and sits onthe
shores of the Indian Ocean. Thatmeans endlessly inventive fusion
food and exquisite local wines (try it all at Wildflower, wildflowerperth.
com.au; mains about £27); araffish edge around portside Fremantle
and Northbridge; chunks of tropical jungle and bushinvastKings Park;
and, justafew kilometres offshore, the utterly unspoilt RottnestIsland
for snorkelling, surfing, whale-spotting and quokka-bothering (the
fearless little marsupials are Instagram-breakingly cute).




You'll love Australia because...

its food and
wine are superb

The seafood, the vino, the barbies,
even the bugs and bushtucker —
everything's delicious Down Under

Whatare Oz's
essential eats?

Everhadabananaprawn? How abouta
fingerlime? If you've never been to Australia,
chances are not — because they’re only found
here.lustasithasits owndistinct wildlife,
Australia has unique nativeingredients,
providingthrillingnew flavoursinevery
region you visit. Spend afew daysin tropical
Queensland and along with those slender,
Juicy fingerlimes you'llsample Moreton Bay
bugs (like lobster, pictured), tartlily pilly fruit
and locally grown coffee and vanilla. In
Western Australia, black truffles and marron
crayfish staronmenus;in cooler-climate
Tasmania, whiskies and beers chase down
oysters, island-grown wasabi, mushrooms
and apples. And, pretty muchanywhere
inthe country, you'll find wallaby steaks or
sausages, and ostrich and kangaroo on offer.

Youcantry many traditional Aussie
ingredients ona‘bush tucker’ tour or cookery
class. Butmany of the country’s slickest ,
restaurants arealso gettinginonthenative
food game. Adelaide's much-lauded Orana
(restaurantorana.com; 20 courses £72)
serves macadamia nuts, crocodile and

. wattleseed (acaciaseed)initsrefined dishes.
InMelbourne, oftenrated Australia's food
capital, zingy Asian-fusion joints such as
Chin Chin (chinchinrestaurant.com.au;
mains about £18) sitalongside elevated
fine-dining experiences suchastheoneat
Attica (attica.com.au; tastingmenu £180),
where emuliver and black-antlamingtons
(sponge cakes) feature.

Fancy food aside, there's one Oz eating
experience that's truly unmissable —a classic
barbecue. It'sbestdone DIY: stockupon
produce at Sydney's Bondi Farmers’ Market
andtake your treats down to neighbouring
Biddigal Reserve toflame up onfree'cues.
Orwaituntilyou'reinthe Outback:in Alice
Springs, glamping pad Squeaky Windmill
(squeakywindmill.com; safari-tent doubles
from £96, roomonly) will sortallthe
trappings, so youcangrilland eatunder
apatchwork of stars (£38 for two people).
Turnthe page for more foodie thrills
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LOCAL TAKE

Coffeebreak
By Matthew Lewin,
Australianbarista
champion (ona
coffee.com.au)

‘Australians have long
loved coffee, thanksto
theinfluence of Italian
immigrants. Butinthe past
10yearsorsotherehas
beenarealchangein
approach. Pioneers such
asthosefromMelbourne's
ProudMary cafe (proud
marycoffee.com.au; house
blend £2.50) now travel to
farms and source their
coffee withlove. Thebeans
are farmed better, an
elementof science has
beenbroughtinto the
farm-to-cup process, and
differentflavours — white
flowers, ruby grapefruit —
are beingunlocked. You'll
find greatbrews aroundthe
country —the flat white, in
particular, has become
pretty synonymous with
Australian coffee. My
very favouriteis
Reformatory Caffeine Lab
(thereformatorylab.coffee;
signature blend £4}in
Sydney.Itfocuseson
high-end coffee and even
servesthe groundbeans
nexttothe cupsoyoucan
smellthemas yousip.’

Our top five wine regions
.- |

@ Barossa Valley
Carpetedwith thick, gnarled vines
— olderthan mostinEurope —and
dotted with pretty homes with
wraparound-verandas and creaky
rooms, this picturesque wine region
north of Adelaide shows that the
‘new world’ cando old-school, too.
The Barossa's sun-bakedhills
produce top-quality, long-ageing
reds: stock up on serious shiraz at
boutiquey Rockford (rockfordwines.
com.au) or century-old fortified
wine at Seppeltsfield (seppelts
field.com.au).

@ Hunter Valley

Threehours' drive north of Sydney,
the Hunter Valley feels aworld away
—kangaroos hopbetweenvines,
forestedhills are awash withgum
trees andlong-runningwineries
welcomevisitors fortastings of
crisp, peachy semillonand zippy

TotalGuide | Australia

chardonnay — the mostpopularlocal
varieties. Tick off a few cellar-door
tastingrooms — Brokenwood
(brokenwood.com.au),in Pokolbin,
isamust—thenjoinacycle tour
(huntervalley-australia.com).

9 Mornington Peninsula
Surf-lappedsands,juicy glasses

of pinotnoir, seals lolling atthe end
of ascrub-lined boardwalk — all
justanhour's drive fromMelbourne
—the Mornington Peninsula offers
thebestof all worlds. City dwellers
escapeenmassetoitsidyllic shores
insummer;join them after sipping
some of Australia's most refined
tipples at TenMinutes by Tractor
winery (tenminutesbytractor.
com.au).

@ varra Valley
Onthemapit'ssocloseto
Melbourneit could practically bein
thecity centre, yetthe pretty Yarra
Valley feels properly rural, with

dozens of cellars to takein, alongside
chocolate shops, hot-air-balloon
ridesandartgalleries. The wines
arejustas diverse as the activities:
you'll find top-notch chardonnays,
pinotnoirs, cabernet sauvignons
and shiraz to choose from. Vinonot
yourthing? Thelocalfizzy ciderand
craftalesarejustas sublime —try
Coldstream (coldstreambrewery:.
com.au).

(5] Margaret River
Welcometothehome of the good
stuff. Despite producingjust 3% of
0z'swine, this little pocketinthe
southwestisresponsible formore
than20% of its premium bottles.
You've 120 world-class wineries to
wobblebetween, andthe scenery's
intoxicating, too: theregionisripe
withburstingmeadows, bustling
Farmers' Markets, epic walks,
mysterious caves, lushforest,
world-classsurfingandlong,
empty,'roo-dotted beaches.
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You'll love Australia because...

&P Rainbow Beach.
near Fraser Island
Step onto the sands

and you'llknow how
Queensland's Rainbow
Beach gotits name —

the duneslining thislong,
impressive sweepare
streakedwithredand
gold. Sunbathe, swim
atthekid-friendly natural
lagoon, orhopinthe car
—thebeachdoubles as
ahighway and youcan
practise sand-drivingin
ahired 4WD oronaday

(greatbe
‘wdtours.com; £108).

@) Palm Beach.
Sydney
WhenBondiand Manly
are wall-to-wall with
towels, thismajestic,
northerlybeach (pictured)
has plenty of space.
Wild-feel ‘Palmy'is where
Sydney's cashed-up hang
out— andwhere Home
and Awayis filmed. The
furthernorthyougo, the
quieteritis (walk tothe
lighthouse on Barrenjoey
headland for the views).

€) Pebbly Beach,
New South Wales
Seaeagles glide overhead
and,if youkeep youreyes
peeled, youcould see
dolphins off-shore, but
lounge-friendly Pebbly
Beachin New South
Walesis most famous
forthe dozen-or-so
kangaroos that callit
home. Emerging from

the thick greenforestof
the Murramarang National
Park, this misnamed
beach (it's not pebbly, it's
sandy)is bestbuiltinto
aSydney-to-Melbourne
coastalroadtrip.

(4 )¢ enelg Beach,
Adelaide
Half-an-hourby tram
southwest of Adelaide
city centre, Glenelg
Beach'spowdery
expanses are backedby
scores of upbeat cafes
withbreezyterraces.
Turnupat715amand
Temptation Sailing
(dolphinboat.com.au;
£66) will take you out
toswimwiththelocal
dolphinpod. Afterwards,
grabanice creamand
watchaskids dare each
othertoperformjumps
offthepier.

© Apollo Bay, Great
Ocean Road
Two-and-a-half hours
southwest of Melbourne
alongthe Great Ocean
Road, ApolloBay has
enough top drinking
anddining spots tomerit
afewdays’stop and flop.
And, ifjustidling about,
body-surfingand
sandcastle-building start
tolose theirappeal,book
atripwith Apollo Bay Surf
andKayak (apollobay
surfikayak.com.au; £41)
anditwill take youon
aguidedpaddle tosee
the furseal colony.
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LOCAL TAKE

Where to surf

By Eugene Tan, surf
photographer
(aquabumps.com)
ROy g |

‘Isurf mostly at Bondi, in
Sydney —it's south-facing,
whichmeansitbrealks all
thetime. It suits alllevels,
too —waves canbeover
my head atthe southend,
butknee-highatthenorth
end, where Let’s Go Surfing
(letsgosurfing.com.au;
£47)holds beginners'
lessons. Furtherup, onthe
New South Wales coast, try
low-key surftowns such
as Forsterand Crescent
Heads. Also, ByronBay and
Noosahave several
beaches facing different
directions, soyoucan
alwayssurfatoneofthem.
ThePassatByronis
agreatplacetolearn.
And forMelbourne? Bells
Beach and the Winkipop
surfbreak, inthemiddle of
the GreatOceanRoad, are
veryreliable —likea
groomedskirunona
snowy mountain.Lorne
and Wye River, further
along, arebetterfor
novices, If you'relearning to
surfonthe Great Ocean
Road, pickasmall-swell
day asitcangetintense
- seeforecasts on Coastal
Watch (coastalwatch.com).’

TotalGuide | Australia

Where to go for an easy-peasy
beach-resortholiday?

Your top three options for sun, seaand sand are neighbours: Byron Bay,
the Gold CoastandNoosa (pictured). Within three-and-a-half hours'
drive of each other along the east coast, all have kilometres of powder-
softbeaches, as wellas great surfingandindividual vibes.

Byronis an alternative-culture hot spot — expectyoga, bare feetin
supermarkets, circus-skills classes and didgeridoo-carving workshops.
Much of the Gold Coastis brashly Florida-feel, with nightclubs, theme
parks and high-rise beachside apartment buildings, though laid-back
Burleigh Heads and family-friendly Coolangatta are a chilled-out
change of scene.Noosais distinctly sophisticated, with top-drawer
dining and shoppingalong Hastings Street, as well as surrounding
National Parks for hikes and anetwork of kayak-friendly waterways.
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You'll love Australia because...

i’s wildlife-crazy

Some are cuddly, some slippery, and some downright

dangerous — OZ's critters are a thrilling must-see

Ourtop five
species to spot
e ]

0 Kangaroos
You'llhave tojourney into
the remote Outback to find
the huge,imposingred
kangaroo, butthe smaller,
lessintimidating (and
more common) greys
aboundinsouthern
pockets of Oz, 'often near
the coast. They love open

: grassland withwooded
shelteronthefringes —
think paddocks, campsites
andgolf courses.

@) Koalas

Badnews: they're usually
sleeping. So, look for
fuzzy grey balls
(binoculars help) tucked
highup Intowering

s

eucalyptustreesinthe
southand east parts of the
country. Noted hotspots

y ' include Port Macquarie

onthe New SouthWales

~ coast,NoosaNational

PatkinQueensland;and
Cape Otwayon Vlctorla s
Great OceanRoad.

9 Crocodiles
Big'salties’ (saltwater
crocs) hangoutinthe
northerntropical
waterways. They're best
seenonaboatcruise,in
the Northern Territory's
KakaduNational Park
(kakadutourism.com;
from £43) and Far North
Queensland’s Daintree

- River (daintreeriver
cruisecentre.com.au; £16).
‘Turnthe page formore on Oz'samazing wildlife

@ Wombats
Thesefurry littlebear-like
creatures are nocturnal
andhardto spotintheir
usual southeastern

bush habitat. Lesssoon
Tasmania's Marialsland
(encountermaria.com.au;
£2Sreturnferry), where
you'll find yourself pretty
muchtripping over them.

6 Penguins

The smallestinthe world,
fairy penguins proliferate
inafew coastal spots.

‘ Watchthemwaddle

homefromthe seaat
nightin Bicheno, eastern
Tasmania (bichenopen
guintours.com.au; £22) or
on Victoria's Phillip Island
{(penguins.org.au; £14),
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Dangerous

creatures
By Matt Wright, star of
Outback Wrangler
TVshow
|
‘The worldis full of
creatures (and Australia
has somethatare
genuinely unique), but
we've losttouch with
nature tothe pointthat
we're scared of them.
Don'tbellliveinthe Bush
andlrarely comeacross
snalkes.Mostaren't
venomousandare
actually quite placid
—none have anyinterest
inyouandthey'llonly
defendthemselvesif
they'retroddenonorfeel
cornered.|Ifthey hearyou
coming, they'll take off, so
walk loudly, especially in
remoteplaces. Asfor
crocodiles? They're
opportunistsanddon't
really wantto tackle
anythingthat’s too big,
like ahuman. Ifthey
attackapersoninthe
water, it'sbecause
they'veseenahead
bobbing and thinkit's
something smaller. But,
justtobe safe, always
stick to designated
swimming areas and
campsites, especiallyin
thenorth. Aswith crocs,
shark attacks are usually
acase of mistaken
identity —don't swimor
surfnearseal colonies,
suchas PhillipIsland,
south of Melbourne.'

°

Where do | head forthe
ultimate wildlife break?

For cute-creature overload, you need South
Australia’s wild, rugged KangarooIsland. Koalas
andplatypuses wereintroducedto the Flinders
Chase National Parkinthe'20s, whenitwas
feared they could become extinct, while'roos,
wallabies and bandicoots are found all over the
island. Penguins mass atPenneshaw, pelicans
atKingscote Wharf, and seals and sealions
(pictured) at several rocky coastal spots. If you're
driving, be aware thatthe return ferry starts at
£108 fortwo people with one car (sealink.com.
au). Ortake atour: Kangaroolsland Adventure
Tours (kiadventuretours.com.au) has atwo-day
tripfrom £236pp, full-board, including ferry
from Adelaide and accommodation atbushland-
surrounded Vivonne Bay Lodge.

Way north, Kakadu National Parkis famed
forits crocs, butyou'llalso spot muscularblack
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wallaroos, flatback turtles and huge termite
mounds. Birdwatchers willbe happy — one third
of 0z'sbird species arefoundhere,andinthe
Mamukala Wetlands you'lltick off magpie geese,
kites, kingfishers and purple swamp hens. Take
a4WD tour:athree-day trip from Darwin, staying
atthe Mercure hotelin Jabiru, costs from£543pp
(kakadutoursandtravel.com.au).

Finally, make for Canberra, known as 'the Bush
Capital'. It's the one city where youmight see
kangaroos hopping around (the Federal Golf
Clubis areliable spot). The Australian National
Botanic Gardens (anbg.gov.au; free) has
possums, water dragons (lizards), swamp
wallabies and echidnas, while the Tidbinbilla
Nature Reserve and NamadgiNational Park
are good bets foremus, platypuses andkoalas.
Stock up onmaps, then self-drive forimpromptu
roadside sightings. Dawn and dusk are usually
bestas animals aremostactive then,butbe
extremely careful —'roos have zeroroad sense.
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You Il love Australia because

~i’sa watery w wbnder ar

‘ By Gareth Phillips,
'D&:mﬁuhiologlgtand,
ownerof ReMeaah-.

‘The GreatBarrier Reefis
more than2,300kmlong,
andthere aremany
differentwaysto
experienceit. Themost
commonis onaday-trip
from Cairns or Port
Douglas, thoughyoucan
alsogofromthe
Whitsundays or
Townsville, further south,
and Cape Tribulation,
furthernorth. Look at
options carefully to ensure
your trip willmeet your
expectations and budget.
Some companies charge
forlycrasuits, snorkelling
tours and prescription
snorkellingmasks (if you
have spectacles), for
example, so always check
the fine print. Also aslc what
informationis provided
— dothey offer guided
snorkelling tours? Have
they gotamarine biologist
onboard? The Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Authority
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Inslance
sandwith blrds allaround"
you, then go snorkelling
(oceanspirit.com.au;
£121pp). Or, on Lady Elliott
Island, you cansnorkelon
thereef straightoffthe
beach, andthenstay
overnight (ladyelliot.com.
au; cabins from £105, room
only, plus £192 forreturn
flights from Bundaberg or
Hervey Bay).If you've
amixed-interestgroup,
try aSeastar cruise from
Cairns, which offers
differentexperiences
onthesametrip
(seastarcruises.com.au;
£118 foraday).
Finally, know thatthere's
notone prime time to visit
thereef. Visibility is usually
betterinthe Aussie winter,
butseaconditions are
calmerinsummer.llovethe
transitionperiods — April
and May, then Octoberand'
November — forthebest -

ofbothworlds.! =
See overleaf for more aquatic Oz escapades 9

e
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What about sailing holidays?

Australiamay notbe an obvious cruise destination like the Med or
Caribbean, butsome of itreallyis best explored by boat. In Sydney,
combine the obligatory harbour cruise with a sailing taster — Sydney
by Sail's threehours onthe waves lets you play crew (sydneybysail.
com; £97).In Queensland’s yachtie haven, the Whitsunday Islands,
acrewed sailingjaunt will give youa sampler of life aboard: a two-day
island-hopping yachtadventure costs from £218pp (whitsundays
sailingadventures.com.au).

Cruisingis anoption, too:in fact,it's the bestway to see the remote,
largelyinaccessible northwest of Oz. Operators such as Coral
Expeditions are pricey (from £4,792pp for a 10-day expedition from
Broome to Darwin; coralexpeditions.com), but you'll get to areas
unreachable by land, seeinghorizontal waterfalls and ancientrock art.
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Between Apriland
August, the already
considerableappeal
of the coral carnival
inWestern
Australia’sNingaloo
Reefisrampedup
by the biggestfish
on Earth. Swimwith
nine-tonnewhale
sharks (pictured)
withexpertsfrom
Live Ningaloo(livenin
galoo.com; full-day
cruise from £318).
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SouthWales and
Flipperandfriends
mightbreachright
nexttoyou, then
swimalongside your
kayak for theirown
entertainment. Book
atripwith Cape
ByronKayaks (cape
byronkayaks.com;
£38)—itstour
finishes withasplash
of adventure: you'll
kayak back through
breaking waves.

£ Shipwreck:
TheTangalootﬁa
Wrecks,15
deliberately scuttled
shipsjustoffthe

beachatMoreton
Islan Queens

ecosystem. Even
better, visiting
requires minimal
effort—youcan
simplyusethe
currenttoglide past
asyouoglethe
super-shoals.
Australian Sunset
Safaris (sunsetsafar
is.com.au) runs day-
trips fromBrisbane
from £109.

N

InOz,stand-up
paddleboeardingis
bigandyoucantry
itallalongthe coast.
Butforconvenience
andrelatively calm

Paddle HQ (supb.
com.au) runs90-
minute lessons
from£33pp.

P Cano
Athree-hourjourney
fromDarwin, the
lofty sandstone
gorges of Nitmiluk
NationalParkinthe
Northern Territory.
areusually
conqueredby
boat. Takingthem
onbycanoe makes
youfeelsmaller,
addsasense of

achievement and
yougetclosetoti

{‘;.-"J
o ma ¥y LN
...- Mast oSid




andadrenal!ne hotspot
Mlssion Beach arethe

angarooislandfor'
prolIfIcwildllfev@er [

inthe! Barossa Valley
befafﬁﬁropplng off'

Rock solid: Cape 3 UL T gk

Hauy onthe Tasman il i { YRR AT :

Peninsula, Tasmania ' ( \ i N \
' N
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Park.Make Broome
abeachy base forafew
days beforetackling
theremote, rugged
Kimberleyand Top End,
with Katherine Gorge and
Kakadu National Park
priime stops before
arriving in Darwin.

@ Mix- it-up month
Fourweeks canmean
fourvery different
Australias. Begin with
Sydney orMelbourne
(whichever mosttickles
yourfancy), buildingin
sidetripstothe likes of
the Blue Mountains or
Philliplstand. Thenflyup
totheTop Endtohitthe
highlights before a week
doingTasmania's
greatesthitsandaweek's
beachy R&RinNoosaand
Fraserlstand, flying back

. tothe UKfrom Brisbane.
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Doingit
without driving
By JohnBand, Sydney-
basedtransportanalyst

‘Dueto Australia’s sheer
size, domesticflights are
necessary formostvisitors.
The key airlines are Qantas,
Virgin Australiaand Jetstar,
andfares are prefty
reasonable —expecttopay
from £36, one way, for
Sydney to Melbourne.
Webjet (webjet.com.au) is
really useful for comparing
times, prices andbaggage
allowances.
Coachservices arethe
slower alternative, and
thoughthey're notalways
cheaper—the13-hour
journey from Sydney to
Melbourne, forexample,
costs from£50 —
Greyhound does cover
mostplacesof intereston
the east coast, so their
hop-on, hop-offpassesare
worthalookifyou're
planning muttiple stops
(greyhound.com.au; £258
for Sydney to Cairns).
Publictransportinthe cities
isgood, andthere are
plenty of day tours
tohighlightsin
the countryside.

It's even possible — with
muchtimetable-scouring
and advance-planning
—to getaroundthe wine
regions, the Great Ocean
Road and the South Westby
publictransport. Butforget
abouttravellingthe
Qutback withoutyour own

car—it'simpossible.’
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What about
a longtrip?

With twomonths or more to
spare, combine some of the
shorteritineraries, butdriving

the stretches you'd otherwise fly,
making the stops along the way
partof your holiday. Classic
examplesinclude Sydneyto
Melbourne via Canberra, visiting
the Snowy Mountains and
detouringtothe Murray River and
Victoria's gold-mining heritage
cities. Or consider Sydney to

Byron Bay, whichwill have
yourollingthrough gorgeous,
chilled-out surftowns such

as CrescentHead and Yamba
(pictured). Longerjourneysalso
permitextravagances, suchas
cross-country trainjourneys
ormulti-day learn-to-dive
courses before hitting the Great
Barrier Reef. Alternatively, take
extradaysinbeachy spots such
asNoosa, the Gold Coastand
ByronBaytohave alook around
thehilly, forested hinterlands,
home to National Parks.
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Get me there

GOINDEPENDENT

ADELAIDE: Cathay Pacificflies from
Heathrow, Gatwick and Manchester,
viaHongKong, from £779return.
Emirates flies from Gatwick, viaDubai,
from £679. Qantas flies fromHeathrow,
viaSingapore and Perth, from £717.
Qatar Airways flies from six UK airports,
viaDoha, from £660. Singapore Airlines
flies fromHeathrow and Manchester,
via Singapore, from £705.

BRISBANE: Cathay Pacificflies from
Heathrow, Gatwick and Manchester,
viaHongKong, from £779return.
Emirates flies from Gatwick, via

Dubaior Singapore, from £799. Etihad
Airways flies fromHeathrow and
Manchester, via AbuDhabi, from

£705. Qantas flies from Heathrow,
viaSingapore, from £718. Singapore
Airlines flies from Heathrow and
Manchester, via Singapore, from £740.
CAIRNS: Singapore Airlines flies
fromHeathrow and Manchester, via
Singapore, from £740 return.
CANBERRA: Qatarflies from six UK
airports, viaDoha, from £722 return.
Singapore Airlines flies from
Heathrow and Manchester, via
Singapore, from £770return.
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DARWIN: Singapore Airlines flies
fromHeathrow and Manchester, via
Singapore, from £695return.

GOLD COAST: Singapore Airlines flies
fromHeathrow and Manchester, via
Singapore, from £680return.
MELBOURNE: Cathay Pacific flies from
Heathrow, Gatwick and Manchester, via
HongKong, from £779 return. Emirates
flies from Gatwick, via Dubaiand
Singapore, from £699. Etihad Airways
flies from Heathrow and Manchester,
via Abu Dhabi, from £687. Qantas flies
from Heathrow, via Singapore, from
£713. Qatarflies from six UK airports,
viaDoha, from £674.Singapore Airlines
flies fromHeathrow and Manchester,
viaSingapore, from £700.

PERTH: Cathay Pacific flies from
Heathrow, Gatwick and Manchester, via
HongKong, from £769 return. Emirates
flies from Gatwick, via Dubai, from
£649. Qantas flies non-stop from
Heathrow from £867return, orvia
Singapore from £881. Qatar flies from
six UK airports, viaDoha, from £678.
Singapore Airlines flies from
Manchester, via Singapore, from £690.
SYDNEY: BA flies from Heathrow, via
Singapore, from £700return. Cathay

Whitsuna
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Hiringacar?Be
awarethereare ;
quarantine |
restrictionson :
whatfoodyoucan |
takeacrossstate }
borders, withfines
forthosecarrying i
banneditems.See }
interstate :
quarantine.org.au :
before setting off

Pacific flies from Heathrow, Gatwick
and Manchester, viaHong Kong, from
£779.Emirates flies from Gatwick, via
Dubai, from £679. Etihad Airways flies
from Heathrow and Manchester, via
AbuDhabi, from £697. Qantas flies from
Heathrow, via Singapore, from £716.
Qatarflies fromsix UK airports, via
Doha, from £681.Singapore Airlines
flies from Heathrow and Manchester,
viaSingapore, from £740.

GETAROUND

BY PLANE: Fly domestically with Virgin
Australia, Jetstar, Qantas Domestic,
Tiger Airand Rex. If you've booked your
international flight with Qantas (viathe
Manage Booking page whenyoulog
inonline), yourmay be eligible for
discounted Explorer fares, which letyou
book multi-cityitineraries to more than
30 destinations within Australia.

BY CAR: Drivingis ontheleftand hire
options are abundantinallmajor airports
and cities. Try Hertz (hertz.co.uk),

Avis (avis.co.uk), Sixt (sixt.co.uk) and
Enterprise (enterprise.co.uk). Aweek’s
car hire with Enterprise, picking up and
dropping off at Sydney airport, costs
from£164.

BY TRAIN ORBUS: Seepage79.

GOPACKAGED

ESCORTED: Trailfinders (trailfinders.
com) has a14-night Treasures of
Australiapackage — anescorted tour
visiting Sydney, HamiltonIsland, Port
Douglas, Cairns, Uluru, Alice Springs
andMelbourne — from £4,749pp,
including returnflights fromHeathrow,
flights and airporttransfersin Australia,
selectedsightseeingand many meals.
FAMILY: Audley Travel (audleytravel.
com) has a17-day Family Australia trip
combining Sydney, Brisbane, the
Sunshine Coastandthe Great Barrier
Reeffrom £3,990pp, B&B, including
returnflights fromthe UK, transfers,
and a WhitsundayIslands cruise.
WILDLIFE: AusTravel (austravel.com)
has a15-day Oceanto Outback tour
exploring Darwinand the Northern
Territory before heading south to
Adelaide andthe Barossa Valley,

from £3,469pp, roomonly, including
Heathrow flights, internal flights and
some tours.

FURTHERINFORMATION

See australia.com.
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