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We all fantasise about giving up the
nine-to-five grind and hitting the road. Now,
more families are taking their children out of
school and making that dream a realit;

r ‘ he dirt track ahead is obscured, it ducks around boulders until
the stones become the path. A stream of tourists trace a wet
snail’s trail over the dus covered spheres, rubber thongs flap

against the slippery roc The boulders open out into a small

ocean pool, Injidu Natural Spa. Ten-year-old Avalon helps
her two brothers, Darcy, 7, and Charlie, 4, onto the tall edges around the
swimming spot and the three of them wait for the waves to come. First the
roar, threatening, then the fizz and pour of salt water streaming through
gaps in the roc The swimming hole is filled with eager tourists, watching,
waiting for one of the siblings to be flung from the slick surface. But the
three Platt children are steadfast, practised.

“Trying to find the balance between having children with an
adventurous spirit but with a minimal amount of broken bones is a daily
struggle,” their mother Angela Platt explain: ’m not sure how many
times Ive said, ‘Don’t climb on wet rocks’, during this trip, but watching
them have this much fun is totally worth it

The Platt family has recently begun life on the road. They rented out
their house in Newcastle, NSW, and the five of them have packed their lives
into a Jayco Expanda. Their plan is to spend a year doing the “round
Australia” trip.

“(My husband) as working long stressful hours, 1 had my hands
pretty full with work and K ds, and we both wanted to change things up,”

1 guess we were trying to find more quality family time and
less strest

They’re not the only ones. The Platts have
Australian families taking extended time out
travel the country.
- . . { 3 N AN Families with children make up the highest proportion of caravan and
G ol 1 . o - 3 : 2 it A : camping trippers, clocking 3.77 million journeys last year, according to the »
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Caravan Industry Association of Australia’s 2018
re has increased 27 per cent in the past
th a new generation keener than ever to
show thel ildren their own backyard.

And it is travellers between the ages of 30 and 54
who now take up the biggest number of caravan and
camping sites, even more than the famed grey nomads.

So, what is it about this new generation that has
them packing up in droves, and sometimes selling up,
to see Australi:

David and Carmen Allan-Petale left their home in

Perth late Jast year and have been caravanning with
their two-year-old daughter, Ruby, ever since.

I think it comes down to our generation being so
lucky in that they have more opport es to live the
lives they want to live,” Carmen says. “In our parents’

generation they were expected to work in the
same job for 40 years. These days, there’s less
judgment about how you live your life and there A
‘are many more doors open (o you, allowing you
to do the things you want to do.
David says the biggest hurdle they've faced
has been letting go of their own definition of
success. “Rewind a decade and I was chasing
car, career, house, all the ‘material stuff, and
wondering why none of it was really satisfying.
Now I have a tiny house on wheels, thrift store
clothes and library books. And I'm deeply
satisfied.”
David and Carmen operate a successful
copywriting business from the road, allowing
them the freedom to travel and work at their
own pace. The widespread availability of
internet and social media has been a game-
changer. “1love touching base with other
families on social media,” Carmen says. G
makes me feel like we’re not so alone.
Sometimes travelling all the ime can be lonely and we
use social media to meet like-minded people.” Instagram alone. Justin and Bec
At the Big Valley Campsite outside Margaret River, Lorrimer traded juggling shift work
Angela Platt moves deftly around her kitchen where for hitting the road with their kids,
photographs of the family’s travels are tacked up likea | Jack, Billy and Charli, living off the
colourful splashback, each image postcard-perfect. funds raised from their travel blog,
Bronzed childhood limbs crouched on the white sands “Trip In A Van". Bec says more
of Lucky Bay, fishing rods at sunset and rays of sun parents are doing the same. “We
cutting through gums like heaven on the banks of the have noticed a massive shift . . -
Murray River. She says the trip has been a point of caravanning around Australia with
fascination for friends, family and other travellers, our kids, that’s the bloody ‘Aussie
with people quizzing them, almost daily, about how Dream’ right there,” she says.
they manage life on the road. For two years, the Akubra-clad
«Generally there are two types of people. There are «Blonde Nomads” — Tracy and Rob
the ones who want to know how you manage Morris, and their kids Marli and
everything and would really love to do it themselves, Ziggy — have lived by their motto
and the ones who want to quiz you on everything “Living our Best Life”, and based
because they can’t understand how you would wantto | onthe pictures of their travels it
be in a box with your three kids for a year,” Angela would be hard to argue otherwise.
ughs. They have more people watching
Sharing information online for those wanting an them on YouTube than some ™V
escape, or maybe justa ‘mental escape, has become big | shows, as they explore the country
business. Even at this unassuming campground on the | and promote a range of products.
edge of a farm, there are caravans plastered with social “We knew the fast-paced
media stickers. Families inviting fellow travellers and nine-to-five hamster wheel was not
rubberneckers to “Follow us on Instagram and for us,” Tracy says. “Rob was

and has 43,000 followers on
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